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The Killing Festival at Depayin

Author’snote- Thisisarecord of events astestified by those eye witnesses who saw, heard,
experienced the events, sustained injuriesand wer e among those who wer e handcuffed, tied
with ropes and transported in 4 DYNA trucksto Shwebo jail at dawn the next day.

From the 6" May 2003, the people’s leader, Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and party toured the Kachin
State and Sagaing Division. All aong the way they were hassed by members of the Union
Solidarity and Development Association (USDA), stooges of the State Peace and Devel opment
Council’s (SPDC). A specia branch of about 2000 designated ‘ Swan Are Shin (a specia group
formed within USDA and its name means the mighty and competent )’ was armed with weapons
such as wooden clubs and dahs (long knives) and given specialist training within the High School
compound in Monywa. Some of them had shaven heads to enable a quick disguise as monks.

Events on the 29" May, 2003

By midday (29-5-2003) these USDA people were waiting on the left side of the road near Y e-po-sa
village (between Myinmu and Chaung-U ) for Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and her party who were on
their way to Monywa from Myinmu.

The pilot car which saw the big group of USDA attempted to reverse in order to warn the motorcade
that would be soon arriving at this point. But under orders of an army colonel the car had to proceed.
From this it can be presumed that the plot was to commit the murderous crimes at this village.

The pilot car arrived at Chaung U and informed the loca people including 6000 students on 3000
motor cycles who were awaiting the arrival of Daw Aung San Su Kyi’s motorcade. They
immediately left for Y e-po-savillage and stationed their motor cycles in front of the people who
were waiting by the side of the road thus preventing any disturbance that could have been created by
the USDA members. Thiswas how Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and party arrived safely at Monywa.

The market at Monywa was closed because people knew that plans were afoot for violent
disturbances against Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, but they came out in a multitude to welcome her. The
lights were cut off at night but that didn’t stop the people. They each held a candle and showed great
support.

30 May 2003

The party left Monywa at 12 mid day on the 30" for Butalin. Students on motor cycles saw her off.
On their return to Monywa, at Zeetaw village (close to the military NW Command HQ office) they
were stopped by baton swinging police who beat and arrested them.

Concurrently, the Monywa—Butalin road was closed. Near Zeetaw, students from Monywa who had
left on their motorcycles to go to Butalin were stopped and beaten up by police and military who
even fired into them. It was vital for the authorities to prevent the students and people from
reinforcing the trapped Daw Su's motorcade. One young novice monk and one student Min Zaw Oo
from Technical College of Monywa died on the spot. These dead bodies were carried to the center of
the town and placed at the foot of Bogyoke Aung San’s bronze statue. But the military and police
forcefully grabbed the corpses away. The anger of the people became uncontrollable and they tore
down those big signboards displaying “Our Three Responsibilities” and “The People s Desire”.
Then the authorities invoked the provisions of Section 144 (Curfew).

When Daw Aung San Suu Kyi heard the news while she was in Butalin, she sent U Htun Myaing
(NLD Sagaing Division Secretary) and U Aung Than (NLD Butain township Chairman) to make
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enquiries. They were placed under arrest on the way. After opening the office and placing the
signboard and the Y outh Wing branchof the NLD in Butain, Daw Su and motorcade left at about 5

pm for Depayin.

To continue the tour and detect any arranged disturbances two pilots cars set out in two stages. U
Saw Hlaing (Indaw township MP) and U Myint Kyi (Katha township MP) went in the first car and
Ko Aung Aung (Mandalay) was in charge of the second.

They saw nothing untoward on the way from Butalin to Saing Pyin Gyi, so they made enquiries at
that village and continued on their journey.

Despite orders prohibiting villagers from Kyi Ywa (Kyi village) (which is 4 miles from Depayin)
from going outside the village, they were there waiting to welcome Daw Aung San Suu Kyi from
about 7 p.m.

the Irrigation Department compound where a stream crosses and there is a bend in the road.

At about 200 feet after from Kyi Ywa, just before crossing a stream there is a bend in the road. The
road was blocked there with barbed wire where about 100 armed military and police under orders of
anarmy Lt. Col. stopped and arrested the persons in the two pilot cars and took them into the near-by
compound of the Irrigation Department. Daw Aung San Su Kyi’s motorcade arrived at Kyi village
and was welcomed by the people.

She addressed the people for about 10 minutes and continued on the journey. On the road just before
the stream they were stopped by two individuals wearing monk’s robe and three others barred her
passage and urged her to make a speech. Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and two Y outh Wing members Ko
Htun Zaw Zaw and Ko Tin Htut Oo apologized because it was getting very late. But the individuals
were adamant.

At about the same time, the 3000 strong “mighty and competent” stooges of the SPDC who were
armed with clubs and swords and other weapons were gearing up for action in the vicinity of the
Irrigation office. Orders could be heard through aloud speaker to wait for Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s
motorcade and not to get on the road till her arrival. By prior arrangement fifteen monks were seated
on benches under araintree facing the Irrigation office. The Lt.Col in charge of the proceedings was
telling them that al they needed to do was to show their faces in case of a clash between the monks
on Daw Suu’s side and those opposing her.

At the same time, about 20 DY NA trucks drove in from Butalin side. Monks with white bands tied
to the left arm and laymen rushed out of these cars and immediately attacked the Kyi Ywa villagers
who were standing around welcoming Daw Aung San Suu Kyi. They chased them into the village
and continued beating them up. They aso attacked Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s supporters who
accompanied her in the motorcade with their swords, spears and wooden clubs.

Students on about 150 motor cycles accompanying Daw Aung Suu Kyi surrounded her car and
shouted to each other to defend their mother. Their linked hands and kept shouting “ protect our
mother”. The armed USDA executioners began to drag the people out of the motorcade and beat
them up fiercely deliberately aiming for their heads. One might blow sent them reeling to the
ground.

At that spot, driver Ko San Myint (Mandalay North West region) died instantaneously.

Deputy Chairman U Tin Oo’s car forced its way through the situation and Daw Su’s car followed.
Her protectors clung on to the side of the car and got away.
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At the barbed wire barricade, U Tin Oo’s car was stopped. The army Lt Col was not wearing his
uniform at that time. U Sein Win (Depayin Police Station in charge) was the Police officer
conducting the operations. U Tin Oo, when arrested said “Kill metill | die. If | do not die, the world
will put you up for trid.”

AsDaw Su's car approached the stream crossing road a bright light appeared from a big tree by the
side of the road which lit up the killing field. The 20 DYNA cars adso had their head lightson. The
executiorers in hiding came out and were at the ready on the road.

Almost at the same time, an order to crash into her car was heard and 2 DYNA trucks, one following
the other drove out at high speed from the Irrigation gate.

Because of the driver’s skill, Daw Su’s car was able to avoid head on collision with both the cars.
Then the order to shoot was heard and about 20 shots were fired. Fortunately Daw Su’s car was not
hit and got away through the barbed wire barricade. A shot caught the tire of the car following
immediately behind with Daw Win Mya Mya (Mandalay) in it. It lost control and hit atree. The
passengers were injured (may be killed) and Daw Win Mya Mya's both arms were broken.

When Daw Su's car got away, the wireless message that was heard is as follows:-

“ Dewa Tin Hla captured. Dewa SanSha got away. Close entranceto Tant Si. Close entranceto Ye
U. Keep machine-gunsready. If necessary, shoot”. From this message given by wireless, what
doubt can there be about who the perpetrators were of this Depayin killing festival?

Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’ did not stop at Depayin but went on to Ye U where she was arrested at the
entrance.

The women and girls who were trapped and beaten up in Kyi Ywa were wearing NLD home spun
jackets and sarongs. They were stripped of their clothing and embarrassed. The jewelry their wore
was torn away and confiscated and money in the pockets of the men was looted. People were
screaming because of the pain from the beatings. They were told to lie still and pretend to be dead
because orders were to beat till dead. If they uttered any sound the blows were doubled and trebled.

It was 10 pm when the executioners retired from the willful slashing and thrashing of the remaining
supporters of NLD. Those left to die in the killing field were rescued by villagers who came
stealthily from Depayin, Kyi Ywa and Saing Pyin Gyi.

The corpses were taken away a about midnight in trucks (by authorities).

When morning came, the injured were handcuffed, tied with ropes and placed on 4 DYNA trucks
and dispatched to Shwebo prison.

On eye witness claims that he saw about 30 in Army uniform, 100 in Police uniform and about 3000
others hiding and lying in wait inside and around the Irrigation Department compound where a
stream crosses and there is a bend in the road.

Injuries sustained by those who are now in Shwebo jail are from bamboo spears, clubs resulting in
broken legs and arms. Swords cut wounds on arms resulted from the victims shielding their bodies
with their arms.

The above facts reveal SPDC’s ultimate intention to exterminate anyone who has a desire for
democracy. Systematically and with precision plans were laid to wipe out the NLD.
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The army colonel who supervised the Depayin massacre is stout, about five feet tall, with dark
eyebrows, snub nose and olive complexion.

Kyi Ywa villagers were so angered by the unjust and brutal attack that they resorted to violence
against the authorities, the military, the USDA and the sham monks with whatever stick, swords and
weapon they managed to get. In response, the military opened fire and many were killed. Most of
the men have fled the village afraid of retaliation and arrest. Men are scarce in the village now.

y, hvowy”

(wijyorwecul [ atmuyrtjzptyuon a"pc&pOwi nujriu , awyivmorm, . jriaw|
:umo&on tou tvurmjzpy, eeur;vi;wi 4LwEiwu "%éméormu vuxycwici) julcnici;
“iem (4) pjzi adbaxmiol yagmizr;clyxmici;cc&onl 41;weitw xcu " %énéorm;
aymycutv;pu rwwr,wixmici;jzpyion?)

vXacji;agni at:atmiqge;punki tzon 2003 cEp/ arv (6) &uaerpwiviu uciyne , Ei
ppuUl;Wi; 0l c&Xxucon? vric&;wpavmuwi e-t-z . vuuiww juzwtz0irmu €riri:
Takmit, urm;, ay,con? ©X,0zi rémriwi priem&itz [ zZxmy, wwl ' vueurm;zi
txuweaumi;0i;€wi; otweay;xm; ar;xmcon? tciu aci;w,éwl beju;twwvyEi&e
ppOxm;con? ppayii; v (2000) ce itm&éon?

29-5-2003

XVvityu (29-5-03) ael aevnyi;wi jri;rr rémoi pn;&a&;cé;p0 quu; vmaom a“atniqge;
punwitztm ri;rEi acmi0;umé “ady;pm;” &n te; vr;ab;0, nr apmiqi;aecon’

xoapmigi;aeci;u atatmigepun . agay,umu awgontc aemujye vnl tauni;
:umrnjylon? olaon vtyju;u umu aemujyevncirayy rénbuoion quarni;apojzi
armi;,céon? xol treay,ci;aporm ppwyr Avrlju; €qi&o jzpon? Tonu :unici;ziyi
“agy;pm;”&mwi owui;u pp0xmon | cereéon?

Olaom a&ajy;umu acmi;0,0! vmaémuapmiqi;aeaon rémr a*:atmige,pun wi , mowe;u
Jui&éeppOaeaom armawmgiu , p; aumi;omrmEiawiviu €ud, taumni;u aymyé&n aumi;om;rmu
armawmgiu , €p; (3000) ce p;viu Juzl vurérmésm ady;pmémo; gjrearmi;Eixucuon?
aumi;omxju;uagy;pmém tasénu juzirméaeaon vr;ab;0 , mwi armawngqiu , rmu pwe; 1
&yvu:uon? giu , wpp; v(2) a,, nuke; XmEiwuwvi aumi;omxucin; (6000) ce jzpomén
jJuzirmrakmi , uomawmy €ptp0 yuomum a*atmige;punwi rémoi acmarmpm c&;qquUEicon?

rémrir ynovxju;u a“atmige;punwitn; akni , udUEUrn tptpdu oxmojzi
apiywwvudonx aomi;aoni;zz Juig:uén lynorm; oe;*%e; tX jzpomon? Nyi;wi \Vyppr;
jZwawnuypvuén ynorimu VWpU , za , ni;wi Wpwi jzI r;Xe;viu atatmige;punwi
tztn tmayleéuon?
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30-5-2003

aemuae (30-5-03) ael aevn (12)emé rémr bwwvioi c&;qucuon? rémr bwviol c&wi
aumi;om;rmu armawngqiu , rmjzi vuy:uon? vuy‘on aumi;om;rmu rémoitjyevr,
Taemuarmuwi;ppXmeciyte; Zawmémwi wwuirin, u g;ulkuEu zr,g:uon?

wpcewn;rmyi aevn (2) enduwn;u rénbwwvivr;u ywvuy,onEi rémwiueaon
aumi;omrmu bwwviol vuée armawngiu , rmjzi Xxutwvn Zawmnte; ywg&uEuaeaon
PPWYEI&WYZWIU g;JUIRUEU , ru aoewjzi ypcwojzi Xaeémwi vVueuuiwyzirmu
ypecwojzi uéii , wpyiEl puraumvy aumi;om; ri;aZm0; yci;y,aoq;&n vxu aumi;om ,
tavmi;u v , Avcly atmigeau; &y wi Xm&wv:u &p0 tn%myi€zirmu ppwytm
&vvyztm iz1 yevom:uon? raureyjzpaeaon vxju;u “wmletas; (3) yiEi ynoioabmxn;
gi;bwrimu &uci,zuq;ojzi y'r- 144 xwjyedon?

XOWwi;u :umoaon aatnigepunu bwvirael ppuiwi;twiagr; 0;xe;riEl
bwwviluX Oatmioegwitm rémtizptyuu omaémuppr;ci;én €n%myitziu zr,g;xm
vuon? bwvirigi;bwwiyEi vi , zZpn:aé;y;p;1 Nae (5) emécewi a*:atmige;punki tz
"y, 1,0l c&;qucuon!

XO! c&;quémwi taEmit , utzutq;rmowi; JuloEi&e akajy;um; (2) pjzi Epqi
juwi omaému cuon? €z (1) ti;awmvwawnu , pnv , 0;apmvi/ uomvwawnu , pmv ,
0jri:un wiu bwvitve pijyljugntx O;pnom:iy;r rEav;r uatmiatmi Oagmiaon umutz
(2) tjzp cmy; Oagmiomcuon?

pijyiju; X rnontaknit, ur rawigojzi O;apmviEl €zu adiquyy; uatmiatmiki
tzZuvn; pijytju;wi 0iaému ppr;un c&qucuon’

"y, Lraénur (4) ricetv “uiném”rm Xae eeUyi;uwn;u &nyirxué trexwxmon
[ o&on? vrays &nrmriynormu acnuvexmon:unrmyi a“atnige;punwitn; julq
Ewqu:uojzi N00; (7) emécewl usN&mo; asnu:uon?

a"atnige;punwitz uNémoiraémur LNémuveviu Xuwvmaon adajy;um; (2) p;em;
wné&nEi uu (200) cetum umvradaum tautadnuwi oqiulcrmizi Vr,uywgxmwviu
ppomEi &rmu vueutiyntpzi apmiae :uon? titnm (100) aumcedrn [ cereyion? *w
Avr;ju;wp0; uyuaom Xwyziu um(2) p;ay.wi yivmowitnm, zr,g;v:u tedqnajrmi;0i; Xol
XNXn vuon?! unénol admu&vmaon a“atnige;punwi , mowe; €m; unNémynormu
rxué tre xwxmaonvn; xul Ewqujulguon?

atatmige;punu jynormu (10) repce Ewqupumaymumy;aenu LsN&mr quvu
xucmém umvr;aéaumol ragénuruav;wi oue,0w (2) yiEi v (3) a, nuu wm\iU rece;
aymygéewuwe;on? a“atmige;punki vi , wnlec uxe;aZmaZnei uwWixEOwiu tceviael
onmcijyly&e awmi;yeaomvn, r&yy

wpcewn;wiyi gnajrmi;0e;xwi pxmaon e-t-z vuuiww titm (4000) ceu ww
""'vueurmjzi ao;gaeuon? xtcewi Vuultocipujzi vray.ol rXuEi:useki
a“atmige; punwumaw asmuwvnr vray:wuée wpl;wpa , nuu treay,aeo:umaedon’
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Juwiyixmy&aom oCn (15) yiceu vr;. b, bu gnajmi;0e . nuEnct;gir uulyiju;
atmuwi XicrmEi Xici;xXmwviu uyuo “Avrjuwpl;u "aeénwi gEy , om jzpy:umi;
tu, I a*pwbur ywnon oCnrmEi rrwibur oCnrin; rawmwqcu &ejzpym:vi t&ibém;
wiu rnuEmyay; ,y [avmuxmnaeon?

wpcewn;rmyl bwwvibur armi;0ivmaon *iemtp; (20)ceay.r oue,0wrm; (b, buvu
armi;wi tjzlaémiywprim; cnakmixmon) E1 vrim; ay,qi;vmviu &nxoi jyer0iao;b tac tae
apmi:unaeon wnénr ynormu pwiduEuédnm ynorm €vvtykyizi dmx0iajy;em &mxxyi
VUuVEeUEUON? wpquwn;vn; a“atniqge; pun. , nowe;u ww'; Oicle Op&i;wwrm;jzi
&UEU:UON?

xtcewl , mOwe;u c&vuynvmon armawmgiu , (150) cer aumi;om, rmu “iwi
taruumnu ,:u” “taru rxape ” “taru unu ,:u [ atn[pwviu atatmigepun. umu
vuici;cw0ekuon? vueuuivurduizrmu , nOwewiynvmaon €zicly€z0irmu umay.r
gctuEu:uon? &uénwi Oaci;u om €'uxm &UEUOjzI wpcu&uronEi ju;rmaom® %E&mrm;

tueuon?
Xaeénwiyl rEav;taemuarmusrie , umarmi;oupe;rirm aeémwiyi yciyy, aoq;on’

X tactaewr;r tzcly"0uX Owilumu azmuxulagmniviu armi;Xu on? Xiaenur
atatmigepun . umguVvu armi;Xuén aumi;omrmu cew , VUywviu umd ,:uon’

"0uX Owi0; . umu oqijulen€&muwi Vueuulinmuzr,g;vuon? Xzr;g;,cewliyi
u,ay.u ,eazmi;0wxmo *w, Avru;u &nx;tqgiyaon tuucwxmon? Xpou dwyzu
Oagmiuyuorn "y, i;&pce;r; 0;pe0i;zpon? zr;q;p0 *0uXOwil;u “iiu acatmiow 1raoéi
ri;wiu Eriwunm c&wir ,” [ aymon?

ataumten ol a*.atmige;punum ainuvmonEi vrab; uulvyiay:r rarmi;wpc
Vi) vy, owui;u rix;vuon!gnajimi;0e;xr *iemtp; (20) ceuvn; r;rm;x;ay;xm.on?’
vurgrimu ww'i€pEi vriayay;wup0 a”p. umu umEiwuée treay;,owpcxXuvnconkEi
gnarni;01; €Oit0wi toigyxmaon “iem (2) p;u adiqiaemuqgi tdeyryrEl armi;xu
vnon?

atatmige;pun. , mlarmi;rm owEl ujr;usirrmaumi um; (2) p;pv;u admiwr;Eicon?
X0 vwarnuomnontc aoewkiyp [aom treay,0Ei wpquwn; aoeworm;tcu (20)
aumce xXuay:vmncon? a“atmige;pun .. umrm uauni;axnur 1 uingroib oqg;julrmu
ZwWx;vwarmuomaonvn; aemur uyynvmon reav; a®0ijrr. umb;u Xrev:u umrm
Xe;réEiawnb vriab; uuivyiu Otwuénumay: ywmorm; *%é&néviu a*:01;jrjrrm vuEpbu
pV; vuzrui,omon?’

aatmigepunum Xaednr vwarnuomnonEl wpylieu julrpumaym pukl treay,0
wpcumaeéon?

“a"0wiv &xmw , [ a"0pém; vwomw , | weqnayiul a&0:ayiu ywxn,/ puuav;toljyi
vyéiyp” [on treorm 'y, i;vowyu rnou zew,xmauni; El rnou Oagniviué
aeonrm oomxiémwveyion?
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atatmigepun.umm "y, L;wi &yemracawnb at0;Ex quarni;xu cy; at0; €0iwir
tzrcdon!

unémwi ywqituEucaeugaon €z0irmxr ri;or;rmuldwwvnon tzciyowpyieki
a, mxrrmu gzqcwwvyojgzi trimprmgjrirawn zpueuéon? vulwwvupnrmuwvn; v,
:Uuwviu tri;omrm . TwuUyxr airmuwvn; v, U, iuon? “raociél aocia , miagmniael
wiu taoduct;,vuwn” [ &UEuormu atn[ payngo:umsaomvn; enuive;l atn] po
:um vyl WwEpacmi;oacmi; yiiwusvmwwon?

unénwi uecon €z0irmu pwé&vué &UEUy; N0 (10)eméwiyl vurérm; jyeom,
juon? owui;r venrmu "y, i) wsné&n prjyijuigénrmr ynormu awnvr;r ye,viadmuwvn
Uviu u , wiun:uon?

N (12) em&cewi aoqg;ormu umrmjzi vmaénuo , , om:uon’

eeur;vi,wi "%éméormu vuxycwict/ jul.cnjci; “iem (4) pjzi a&baxmiol yagmi
zr;clyxmici,céonl

Junémasaumaul gqnajrmi;0rEl te;0e;uiiwi pp , eazji;0w (30) cekil &, eazii; Ow (100)
ceawig&aumi; €&yOwjzi v (3000) cel y;atmi;aeauni; rujriw0;r aymumoni

atbaxmiwi "%é&néowirm tcirm OjcleEix;cxmon *%é&mrm; acii;wi wwizi duxmnon
"%&mrm;/ vuul) acusaeorm/ “rrmjzi cwdmwi Vujziumojzi vuarmi;rmy “rew" %émrm;
awiaedyion?

, zptyuon e-t-z tpé&. "ruadpvr;p0ol omvormuty,ow acre;uon
jzp&yrejzpon? pepwui VOwuUi;rmu jJuiwiprcon? tri;om; *ruadptzu ty;tjyw acre;
vaon &né , cujyivyontwu e-t-z - tjurm “vu ac;owée” tjuizponl

"y, Ewi teuy jJujuyapct,o Avrlju; , eazii,0wxmo . yo¥amerm cy00 €&y i;aycel
riuc; aumi;aumi; Emaciiyyl tom; cyvwwvwizljziizponl

Junémae &mvxrm cijzpnu rwém&upuru rcr&yEijzpum &&m *wi " vueupuil
tur;zutypzpaon ppwyl & , ul juizl beju;w wu Oiagmuwucuén ppwyr aoewEiypcw |
vrimpnaoq;uedy; , ctc &maea , numwrm etz . giiju;pméupurn®%r vwui;ée touéi
aeao;orm;rm &mwiraeawny Xuajy;aejudaumi; tcirmvn; zr;q;ci;rmc&ojzi &nxwi a , musm;
Viu,yi; réoavnujzpaeauni; od&yionl



